
CALL TO ACTION 
After more than a decade of flat County property tax rates, Allegheny County now faces a structural 

deficit in its operating budget so large that it could be forced to cut more than $136M from the human 

services budget.  

Urge your County Councilors to support the 2.2 millage tax increase proposed by County Executive 

Innamorato, which is necessary to avoid catastrophic cuts to County services. 

1. Call or email County Council, including Council-At-Large Members Samuel DeMarco, Bethany 

Hallam, and your District Representative (look up your district here). 

 

SAMPLE LETTER/EMAIL 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Allegheny Council District Council Member Email 

At Large Bethany Hallam Bethany.Hallam@alleghenycounty.us  

At Large Samuel DeMarco III Samuel.Demarco@alleghenycounty.us  

District 1 Jack Betkowski Jack.Betkowski@alleghenycounty.us  

District 2 Suzanne Filiaggi Suzanne.Filiaggi@alleghenycounty.us  

District 3 Anita Prizio Anita.Prizio@AlleghenyCounty.us 

District 4 Patrick Catena Patrick.Catena@alleghenycounty.us  

District 5 Dan Grzybek Daniel.Grzybek@alleghenycounty.us  

District 6 John F. Palmiere John.Palmiere@alleghenycounty.us  

District 7 Nicholas Futules Nicholas.Futules@alleghenycounty.us  

District 8 Michelle Naccarati-Chapkis Michelle.Chapkis@alleghenycounty.us  

District 9 Robert J. Macey Bob.Macey@alleghenycounty.us  

District 10 DeWitt Walton DeWitt.Walton@alleghenycounty.us  

District 11 Paul Klein Paul.Klein@alleghenycounty.us  

District 12 Robert Palmosina Robert.Palmosina@AlleghenyCounty.us 

District 13 David Bonaroti David.Bonaroti@alleghenycounty.us  

Chief of Staff Kenneth Varhola Kenneth.Varhola@alleghenycounty.us 

 

Dear [County Council member title and name]: 

I’m writing on behalf of TRAC Services for Families to urge your support for the 2.2 millage tax 

increase proposed by County Executive Innamorato, which is necessary to fund the Allegheny County 

Budget. As an organization dedicated to Child welfare and family support services, TRAC Services for 

Families is deeply concerned about the potential impact of any County Budget reductions on the 

availability of human services for people in Allegheny County. 
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After more than a decade of no millage increases in Allegheny County property taxes, the County now 

faces a structural deficit in its operating budget. The anticipated deficit is so large that the County could 

be forced to cut up to $136.7M from the human services budget in 2025.  

Allegheny County is our region’s single largest funder of human services; its budget provides critical 

resources for our County’s most vulnerable residents, our human services provider network, and our 

human services workforce. Importantly, through the Department of Human Services, the Allegheny 

County Budget supports hundreds of organizations to deliver services like: 

● Family Centers offering basic needs support and evidence-based home visiting for more than 

16,000 families with children.  

● Specialized services for more than 1,600 at-risk families with new babies, including nearly 650 

families at very high risk for child welfare involvement.  

● Out of school programs for more than 5,700 youth.  

● Independent living programs like the 412YouthZone that serve more than 1,000 former foster, 

homeless, and at-risk older youth.  

● Gun violence prevention and intervention programs serving more than 400 of our highest risk 

youth.  

● Emergency shelter for more than 800 youth and families and more than 3,400 adults annually.  

● Rental assistance to prevent evictions for more than 6,500 residents.  

● Home delivered meals for more than 3,600 seniors.  

● Senior Centers serving more than 11,000 clients.  

● KidsVoice legal representation for more than 2,200 children and youth with dependency (child 

welfare) cases.  

● Behavioral health services that insurance or Medicaid doesn’t cover for more than 9,000 people.  

 

For community members: 

As a community member and voter in your district, I know the important impact of these services. [Add 

any personal experiences you have with human services, how they’ve helped you, your family, and your 

community.]  I am deeply concerned about what any reductions to these services will mean for Allegheny 

County.  

For service providers: 

TRAC Services for Families is one of hundreds of service providers that rely on funding from Allegheny 

County to do our work. Specifically, these cuts would significantly impact our ability to continue services 

such as foster care supportive services, our in-home therapeutic services, and our Extreme Family Finding 

efforts for older youth that have been in the child welfare system for over 3 years. 55% of TRAC’s 

programming is funded by DHS, any reduction in funding will be catastrophic for our clients and 

workforce.  

Because of this, I urge you to pass the 2.2 millage tax increase proposed by County Executive Innamorato 

and fully fund the County Budget. Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter.  

 

Sincerely,  

[Name, Title, Organization, if applicable] 


